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It was out of love for her 
mother that led Karen Mac-
Donald to create Wrapped 
in Love, a small business 
helping cancer patients 
all across the country who 
need comfortable but styl-
ish clothing.

“It was about 10 years ago 
that I went to visit my mom 
in the hospital,” MacDonald 
said, of her mother who had 
been suffering with can-
cer and pulmonary fibro-
sis for several years. It was 
Christmas Eve and while 
her mother usually enjoyed 
people stopping by this time 
she asked to be left alone.

“She told me she no lon-
ger wanted to receive visi-
tors,” MacDonald said, re-
calling the visit that broke 
her heart and inspired her 
to create something to 
make her mother feel bet-
ter. “She felt she looked too 
bad in her state of illness.”

Having worked as a pub-
lic relations and marketing 

specialist for retailers, Mac-
Donald knew a little some-
thing about fashion but 

nothing about sewing. So, 
she took some fabric that 
she had at home and with 

a decorative flower pin that 
her mother loved fashioned 
a no-sew-wrap that would 
fit over a hospital gown.

It made all the difference 
in the world.

“You could see the differ-
ence in her mood as soon 
as she put it on,” MacDon-
ald said. “She was talking 
more. She wanted to open 
her Christmas cards, the 
transformation was just 
amazing.”

The nurses noticed it too.
And one by one they con-

vinced MacDonald that she 
was onto something leading 
not only to more wraps but 
more conversations about 
other apparel that can-
cer patients might need to 
make them feel better un-
til eventually it became a 
business.

Today, MacDonald’s line 
of clothing includes every-
thing from soft head covers 
and mastectomy camisoles 
to tops that keep cancer pa-
tients cool throughout hot 
flashes and warm during 

chemo sessions.
Oh, and socks.
Super cozy socks featur-

ing cheerful sayings on the 
sole that make everyone feel 
better such as, “Hello Beau-
tiful” or “Tough Cookie.”

Once the company proved 
to be successful MacDon-
ald starting giving back by 
using the apparel to raise 
awareness for cancer and 
donations. This past Sep-
tember she partnered with 
actress and talk show host 
Kelly Ripa on a limited edi-
tion knee-high sock to raise 
awareness and donations 
for ovarian cancer. During 
the campaign every dollar 
from each $20 pair went 
directly to Ovarian Cancer 
Research Alliance. During 
October’s Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month she and 
Soyad Brothers Textile Cor-
poration in Fraser and the 
manufacturers of her cozy 
socks have partnered with 
several automotive deal-
erships to raise money for 
breast cancer research.

“I don’t know of any-
one who hasn’t had some-
one in the family impacted 
by cancer. What she’s been 
doing is phenomenal,” said 
Laba Soyad, whose grand-
father brought the technol-

ogy for sock manufactur-
ing to Michigan more than 
50 years ago. As a fam-
ily-owned and operated 
business, Soyad said they’ve 
always made a point of giv-
ing back and were happy to 
support MacDonald’s mis-
sion.

“We’ve been working to-
gether for six years,” Soyad 
said. “It’s always been a joy 
to work with her.”

During October’s Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month, 
Rafih Auto Group’s four 
Michigan dealership lo-
cations will offer pop up 
shops featuring exclusive 
Wrapped in Love clothing 
and accessories for women 
fighting breast cancer. Also 
part of the promotion will 
be limited edition dress 
socks featuring the Audi, 
BMW, MINI and Porsche 
brands. During the promo-
tion 50% of sales from the 
Wrapped in Love collection 
and 100% of all proceeds 
from the socks will go to the 
Dynami Foundation.

“My mother was my in-
spiration,” said MacDonald. 
“Now I get my ideas from 
patients, survivors and 
health care workers. I think 
she would be very pleased 
with what she started.”

STERLING HEIGHTS

Daughter’s gift to her mother turns into a niche business for cancer patients
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Karen MacDonald, right, founder of Wrapped in Love looks 
at a sampling of socks presented by Laba Soyad, co-owner 
of Soyad Brothers Textile Corporation in Fraser.

Karen MacDonald of Sterling Heights displays some of the socks created by the Soyad 
Brothers Textile Corporation for Wrapped in Love, a business that provides comfy and 
stylish clothing for cancer patients, a business inspired by a wrap MacDonald made to 
comfort her ailing mother.

ARE YOU LOOKING TO TREAT YOUR CAR
TO SOMETHING SPECIAL? GIVE YOUR
VEHICLE THE TREATMENT IT DESERVES! AT
BASHA’S MAGICAL TOUCH WE ARE MORE
THAN JUST A QUICK LUBE!

• Fresh Oil
• New Oil Filter
• FREE Car Wash

with Every Oil
Change

• FREE Vacuum

• FREE Fluid Top
• FREE Vehicle

Sanitization
• FREE Tire Pressure

Check

All Makes & Models
36700 GROESBECK HWY.

S of Metro Parkway (16 MI Rd)

HOURS
Mon.-Fri 7:30AM-7:00PM

Sat. 7:30AM-6:00PM
Sun. 8:00AM-4:00PM

CONVENIENCE STORE
HOURS 6:00AM-10:00PM

586.791.1055
OPEN 7 DAYS

*Plus tax. Synthetic Blend Oil up to 5 quarts, std filter. Valid at
Basha Quick Lube Center. Please Bring In This Ad. Most Vehicles.

Not Valid With Any Other Discount, Coupons Or Offers. With
Coupon. BASHA QUICK LUBE CENTER 586.791.1055

$2995* Full Service Special

Oil Change
$1999* Monthly Unlimited

CAR WASH
MembershipINCLUDES:

FREE Vacuum FREE Tire Pressure Check
FREE Fluid Top Off FREE Vehicle Sanitizing

St. Clair Orthopaedics and
Sports Medicine, PC

Dr. K.S. Sidhu, MD
Do you suffer from Low Back Pain? Neck Pain?
Difficulty walking? Numbness in arms or legs?
You may have Spinal Stenosis or pinched
nerves in the neck and back.

Macomb Township
22701 Hall Rd., Macomb, MI 48042
586-416-1300

wwwwwwwwww.stclairortho.com

Urgent appointments available upon request.

St. Clair Shores
23829 Little Mack, Suite 100
St. Clair Shores, MI 48080
586-773-1300

Dr. Sidhu Specializes in
the treatment of spine
disorders and has been
treating patients with

neck and back problems
for over 30 years.

Dr. Sidhu is board certified
and fellowship trained.

Scan to Request
an Appointment

BACK PAIN? NECK PAIN?
SCIATICA?

CARPAL TUNNEL SYNDROME
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome is a common problem characterized by numbness, aching, or
pain in the hands, wrists and forearms. Carpal Tunnel is caused by pressure on one of the
main nerves supplying the arms and hands as it passes through the wrist.
The various treatments to help control the symptoms of Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
include medication, wrist splints, local steroid injections and hand therapy. If the damage
is extensive enough, surgery may be necessary. An EMG/ nerve test should be done to
evaluate the extent of nerve damage and to determine the correct treatment.
A Physiatrist is uniquely trained and qualified to perform EMG testing and to evaluate
or treat your Carpal Tunnel Syndrome.

Muscle, Nerve &
Joint Disorders
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

Non surgical Treatment of:
• Back, neck, shoulder and knee pain
• Arthritis-related pain and disability
• Sports injuries
• Auto and work injuries
• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome and other nerve injuries
• Tendonitis

Cheryl D. Lerchin, M.D.
• Wayne State University School of Medicine graduate
• Specialty training at Beaumont Hospital
• Board Certified
• On staff at Beaumont and St. John Hospitals
• Blue Cross, Medicare, PPOM, St. John Smart Plan,

most other major insurances accepted

45710 Schoenherr Rd. • Shelby Twp.
(1 block N. of Lakeside Mall) • www.drlerchin.com

(586) 532-9959

JB CHIMNEY SWEEP &
ALL MASONRY WORK

Quality Inspection & Chimney Sweep - $169.80
10% Veterans Discount

Services We Offer:
Complete Chimney Build or Repair
Install Stainless Steel Caps & Liner
Brick, Block & Stone Work

Keep Your Family Safe
Protect Against Dangerous
Creosote Build-Up!

Call/Text for Quick Response

BUILD • REPAIR • CLEAN

40+ Years of Experience You Can Trust | Servicing Macomb & St. Clair County

810-499-7149 • 810-499-7150
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